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also come, but no one else is very anxious to do so, for it is not
a very auspicious occasion. If the dead man had lived to
a good old age, outside guests might come, for such a death is
not so very unlucky; but after the death of a young man it is
difficult to get even children to attend the funeral feast, and,
except the fifty-two Brahmans, none but children would think
of coming.
It is considered fitting that the dead man's daughter or her
sons bear the expense of the feast on the eleventh day, the
next-of-kin, whether son or father, providing those on the
twelfth and thirteenth days.
On the twelfth day the son of the dead man and all the
Brahmans go again to the same spot on the river bank to
perform a most interesting rite, the. object of which is to
provide the spirit, which has now changed from a preta into
npitri, with fifteen resting-places on his twelve-rhonth journey
to the land of Yama.
Fifteen bundles of darbha-grass are placed on the special
screwless stool, and the pitris are invoked. (The names of
those invoked differ according to the time of the year.)
Fifteen balls of rice are placed in front of the bundles of
grass, each ball being offered to provide food for the spirit at
the various rest-houses which he reaches at the close of
different periods of time. The fifst is offered to provide food
at the rest-house he will reach at the end of the first month,-the
month, of course, being counted from the time of the man's
death. The second ball is for the spirit to receive at the end of
a month and a half (i. e. at the end of the third fortnight after
the death). The third ball is provided for the end of the second
month; the fourth for the end of the third month; the fifth
for the end of the fourth month, and the sixth for the end of
the fifth; the seventh ball, however, is provided for the close
of the fifth month and a half after the death; the eighth ball
for the end of the sixth month; the ninth for the end of the
seventh month; the tenth for the end of the eighth month;
the eleventh for the end of the ninth month; the twelfth for
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